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JUVENTLE SUPPLEMENT 


PLOPORE STORY BOOKS 
Kingman, Lee Doubleday 
PETER'S LONG WALK $2.50 


Barbara Cooney's pictures in soft green and brown with accents of red and 
blue, bring the delight of woody New England countryside and a neat small town, to an 
engaging story of new friends made. On his fifth birthday Peter's wish, with a condi- 
tion that he must make it work himself, is granted. He's old enough to go to school 
and so will have playmates. His long walk to the village, in midsummer, holds the 
disappointment that school wont tegin till fall, but on the way home he runs into a 
rabbit, a fox, a coon and further realizes theirs and the farm animals' companionship. 
(Publ. LC-52-11010) Cloth. (J.L.G.) 


Thayer, Jane Morrow 
THE HORSE WITH THE EASTER BONNET $2.00 


This success story of a run-down Central Park horse and carriage team isn't 
very funny. Josie the horse, and Mr. O'Flaherty her driver are hungry and look so be- 
draggled that no one will take a ride- for $5.00- so they can buy dinner. Then a lady 
loses her hat. People chase it, it gets to Josie who bites, the lady is resigned to 
the loss and some people come along and are charged $6.00 for a ride with a now more 
perky, bonneted horse. Dinner follows but by then we've lost our appetites. Jay Hyde 
Barnum's drawings have more character than the trailing tale. (3/18: LC-52-12120) 


Quail, Dave Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
LITTLE LION $2.50 


The author's big, splashy pictures of Little Lion and the rest of the ani- 
mals have the zip and wit of naivete that successfully propels two little moral tales 
that warn against being brash. First, Little Lion builds himself a boat, almost drowns 
in a storm but is saved by his father who dashes, mane flying, into the waves. In the 
second, he starts throwing things at the other animals, is suddenly hit himself, suc- 
cored, and then realizes his wrong. Quite pleasant indeed. (2/16: LC- 52-12377) 


Francoise Scribner 
BIQUETTE $2.00 


' A little tale of a little girl Mimi and a goat, with those wonderfully point- 
less incidents that the artful simplicity of Francoise's brush and pen turns into en- 
chantment. Biquette is sent by Miss Sophie to provide goat's milk for anemic Mimi. 
Miss Sophie makes Biquette a red coat that causes the townspeople to ridicule the poor 
goat. On the train trip to Mimi, Biquette gives her yellow scarf to the engineer. 

At Mimi's Biquette is an excellent companion, milk provider, no longer wears her red 
coat, and all ends well. Pictures in lovely colors. Cloth. (2/23) 


ALOUD 





READ 


Coward-McCann 
MICHAEL'S FRIENDS $2.00 


Pleasant nonsense and catchword situations about a small boy's search for 
new friends in the city. A kitten, a puppy and a little pig wont make Michael's ac- 


Dobbs, Rose 


.quaintance, for when they ask him what he has had for his meals, he plays the "Eating 


Game" with them and says things like the kitchen table, tne washing machine and so 
forth. Grimpus, grampus and grumpus are the animals' respective names for Michael- 
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not “boy”. But when Michael decides the jig's up and says lamb chops instead, he has 
three new pals. Flavia Gag's drawings are full of city activity. (2/27: LC 52-13421) 


Big Treasure Books Grosset & Dunlap @ 
$1.00 


Sheldon, Dorothy- £d. - THE BIG BOOK OF HYMNS AND PSAIMS- "Just As I Am", 
"Holy, Holy, Holy", "Silent Night", the 23rd and the 100th Psalms comprise five of the 
seventeen selections, neatly bound and appealingly illustrated by Lois Maloy. A large 
format and easy piano accompaniments of the familiar tunes help design the book for group 
use. The pictures in bright, shining hues- pageant-like renditions of biblical and his- 
torical scenes- and spreading border motifs, will make the singing more interesting. (2/2) 


Learnard, Rachel Houghton, Mifflin 
MRS. ROO AND THE BUNNIES $2.25 


Deception of the lighter sort related in engaging rhyme and forthright pic- 
tures by Tom Funk, of animals who make no bones about showing what they feel. Flossie 
O'Cotton asks Mrs. Roo to care for her brood of four while she goes shopping. The bun- 
nies empouch and the lady kangaroo takes them for a cross country leap to the zoo, during 
the course of which she mysteriously picks up thirteen more bunnies on stops. The zoo 
animals all laugh and seeing the joke is on her, Mrs. Roo shakes off extra passengers on 
the way home. Flossie rewards her with a new hat and Mrs. Roo uses its elastic band to 
make her pouch stay shut. A la mode to the apple pie of a book like Thidwick the Big 
Hearted Moose. (2/23: LC 52-11459) Cloth. 


Lippincott, Joseph W. Lippincott 

LITTLE RED THE FOX $1.85 

Announcing the revised edition of the favorite, first published in 1937. Il- 
lustrated by George Mason. (3/18: LC- 52-12911) 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Macmillan 
AUNT FLORA $2.00 





Fourth title in the Once-Upon-A-Time-in-America series, in which off segments 
in America's background are told as the stories might be handed down by word of mouth. 
I'd be inclined to place it for the Read Aloud level of reader interest, for despite the 
large type the content and vocabulary seem to be at third or fourth grade level rather 
than beginning reading...The setting is North Carolina, in 1777, when the Scottish fami- 
lies who had brought their customs almost intact to the colonies, are faced with the moral 
issue of loyalty- to the English king to whom they'd taken oath of fealty, or the American 
colonials in rebellion. Aunt Flora - whose brief tenure in North Carolina is little known- 
was the famous savior of Bonnie Prince Charlie long years before. She undertakes to raise 
a regiment loyal to the King they hate, and finds- even in her own family, sympathy with 
the rebels. The story is told of how 12-year old Nepsie, adoring her aunt but secretly 
sympathizing with the rebels, escapes her aunt's supervision, and frees from imprisonment 
the two youths who wanted to get away to join the marching troops...The story is thin and 
the moral issue involved too abstract for the age level designated. Disappointing after 
First Adventure, ete. (320) Six 


Weisgard, Leonard Scribner 
SILLY WILLY NILLY $2.50 


* Weisgard not quite at his best in pictures, but at easy par with a turrible 
tricky tale of elephant Willy Nilly and his adventures in the jungle. Errant Willy 
Nilly's ma tells him not to forget things elephant's shouldn't- not to step on ostrich 
eggs, poke in to beehives, bother porcupines etc.- so when Willy Nilly goes wandering 
and meets a lion, his flight home is a model of evasion while the lion gets stung, ®@ 
poked and stubs his toes on the eggs. Silly Willy Nilly is not silly any more- just 
Willy Nilly. The pictures lack some of the color and dreamlike imaginativeness of his 
others, but they'd be superb without that comparison. Cloth. (2/9) 
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Blough, Glenn 0. Whittlesey House 


THE TREE ON THE ROAD TO TURNTOWN $2.00 


Jeanne Bendick's drawing style that can render the diagrammatic as vividly 
as the visual is perfect for Mr. Blough's companionable, development of the factual 
side of the theme, "great oaks from little acorns grow." The oak grows near Pleasant 
Farm and was planted when Ripp, young Skipp's puppy, chased a squirrel who dropped an 
acorn it was carrying home for winter. From there the tree is taken through its vari- 
ous stages;- by season- and the different effects they have as the oak ages; by ex- 
amples of enemies (a hungry rabbit) and friends (insect eating orioles)- until it is 
a fine tree and comes to serve humanity as lumber. Sturdy read aloud material that 
advanced first and second graders could read to themselves. Cloth. (2/18:L0:52-13018) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Bulla, Clyde Robert . Crowell 
EAGLE FEATHER $2.50 


This story of the summer's adventures of a Navajo boy today has authentic 
atmosphere and character study. Ten year old Eagle Feather lives with his parents 
and younger brother and sister in their hogan some miles away from the trading post. 
With his father, Eagle Feather visits the post and learns about the school there. 
Before he gets his wish to be a pupil, he passes a rather disturbing two months 
working for his grasping cousin Crook Nose, to pay back some damage done to his truck. 
The boy runs away in the face of Crook Nose's threat to keep him through the winter, 
and finds his parents who have a new job and a better life- working at the trading 
post. The drawings are by an Indian, Tom Two Arrows, and have verve. (4/15) 


Musgrave, Florence Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
OH SARAH $2.75 


Ten year old Sarah is a minister's daughter who lived in a small town near 
Baltimore back in the gas jet days. Her humorously adventurous to humorously repent- 
ant escapades make lively reading. A narrative that embodies affection for the steady 
ways of the Church takes the onlooker right into Sarah's agile little mind- as she 
squares things with God over the 40¢ taken from her Mother's missionary fund- as she 
has summer guests, participates in an elocution contest, struggles with baby sitting 
etc. There are lots of episodes in a rather long book and though the wit's not at 
peak, there are catchy parts and of course, a happy issue out of all the afflictions. 
Illustrated by Robert Candy. (3/16: IC 52-12379) 


Streeter, Floyd B. & Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
Francis, H.D. THE PHANTOM STEER $2.50 


A young western with a different slant that, along with good dialogue, lifts 
a routine family achievement story out of the ordinary. New Mexico territory in 1877 
is the scene of twelve year old Rusty McKay's deeds. He finds a steer, Ruidoso, with 
a decoy brand, put out to catch rustlers and hence considered unowned and a jinx to 
anyone who cares for it. But Rusty, determined to help build up a herd for his father, 
thinks otherwise, takes Ruidoso home, and a streak of good luck follows. Then myster- 
ious trickery makes the McKays think Ruidoso really is “hoodooed", but in the end he's 
cleared and saved from the slaughter house. Tom Leamon's drawings for a nice story 
of a steer with personality. (3/16: LC 52-12375) 


, MacGregor, Ellen Whittlesey House 
MISS PICKERELL AND THE GEIGER COUNTER $2.25 


* The crux of this artful tone is when perspicacious Miss Pickerell, already 
beloved by those who read about her scientific undertakings in Miss Pickerell Goes to 
Mars (1951, p. 359), discovers uranium. It is all on account of her sick cow. With 
the expedition to the State Capitol to see the veterinarian, the circus and the atomic 
energy exhibit well underway, Miss Pickerell is put off the steamboat by the captain 
who says having a cow on board is breaking regulations. Of course she has trouble at 
the riverside town when she tries to get a train ticket, and in the following chain of 
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events, becomes deputy sheriff, uses that ailing official's geiger counter, solves a 


mystery at the local atomic energy plant, traces the source of some fast clickings to | 
the rocks the steamboat had been getting from Square Toe Mountain to use for ballast, © 


and establishes a scholarship. Hilariously informative storytelling that will have 
youngsters on tenterhooks for the next in the series. Illustrated in the spirit of it 


all, by Paul Galdone. (3/7) 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NOV-FICTION 


Signature Books edited by Enid LaMonte Meadowcroft Grosset & Dunlap 
February 7? fs Cloths; each $1.50 


The first group of books in this series was reviged last September, see P.554, 
Basic facts as to quality of authorship, format and general approach are 
maintained in these additions But the same shortcomings persist. At least half of the 
text deals with the subject's youth, then the period of achievement 1s given short shrift 
The pattern continues to conform to the standards- and the end impression 1s disappointing 


continuing 


Meadowcroft, Enid LaMonte- THE STORY OF ANDREW JACKSON. A major part of this 
competent biography deals wit: the boyhood and youth of Andrew Jackson, the Waxhaws' 
home in the South, the Revolutionary War skirmishes that provided some of his early 
memories, the death of his mother. There's warmth and a sense of immediacy in the di- 
alogue and the main events, through the Indian campaigns, the service in the Tennessee 
milita, to the War of 1812 and his marriage. There's careful skirting of the scandals 
that pursued him and fairly superficial handling of the immediate events leading up to 
his presidency and the years of controversial handling of the nation's high office. One 
could wish for a better balanced biography. Or- if the youth is the goal- then a re- 
phrasing of the title, please. (IC: 52-1372) 


Nelson, Winthrop- THE STORY OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT. Again- only adequate in 
the overall picture. There are spots where imagination breaks through the outline and ®@ 
a lively portrait comes to life. There's the predictable pattern:- a frail youth n 
charged by his father to be self reliant; the grim determination to become physically 
strong; the achievement of the role as an outstanding young lawmaker in Albany; marriage 
and the raising of a fine family, the merriest brood to enliven the White House. But 
again- of his role as chief executive, superficial handling. I1l1'd by Edward A. Wilson. 


(Le: 52-13743) 


Holland, Janice Scribner 
THEY BUILT A CITY $2.50 
The city "they" built in Washington, D.C. and for a different kind of picture 
story of a particular part of the nation's growth, this is tasty, colorful fare. Appeal- 
ingly neat pictures by the author and well related anecdotes tell the story not entirely 
in chronological order, but in a way that brings one tale naturally out of another and | 
livens each with a sense of having been there when it happened. In the beginning was the 
Indian village of Nacotchtank which, a hundred years later, had disappeared under waves 
of white settlement and which today is the site of the Bolling Air Force Base. The inter- 
im events- Washington's love of Mount Vernon, the work of the temptestuous L'Enfant, the 
stories of different buildings, the escape of Dolly Madison etc. follow interestingly. 
Picture map spreads, some in color, complete the good points of a fine first book. Cloth. 


(2/19) TWELVE T0 FIFTEEN- FICTION 





Coombs, Charles Lantern 
YOUNG READERS RAILROAD STORIES $2.50 


In his introduction Mr. Coombs says the sound of the train whistle will never 
cease to lure the imagination. And so, his imagination lured to the standardized lengths . 
it usually is (see Young Readers Baseball Stories, Young Readers Sports Stories ete. for 
others in the series), he offers some stout tales of boy track heroes. Eddie, whose father 
is a chief dispatcher, gets some rail legs himself when he helps prevent a rockslide crash; 
young Grant handles a depot and helps with a fire on the mountain run. Different settings , 


give country-wide appeal. Pictures by Charles H. Geer. (2/10) | 
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Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
CAMPING LIKE CRAZY $2.50 


Keets, Stringy, Murdo and the rest of the boys that started out the summer 
with misfortune in the slapstick predecessor to this, Llephant Toast (1952, p-75) 
live through more (mis) adventures. At Camp Chesunquoik in Maine, the process of ma- 
king a success out of life with the aid of Keets'’ find- the elephant Dot. and her keep- 
er Haru- is a zany string of escapades from publicity stunts, ball games with rivals, 
trouble with the local sheriff, to hunting for the periodically errant elephant. 
Here's post comic book fantasy-humor that will please fans. It ends with a happy ar- 
rangement of winters in Florida and summers with Keets- for Dot. Heman Fay's car-~- 
toons maintain the same vein of humor. (3/3) 


Moore, Mavis Garey Macmillan 
WHALE MOUNTAIN $2.75 


* Mavis Garey Moore who wrote Pony for a Prize in 1951 (p. 393) writes adultly 
for young people in a splendid book that's a novel in the true sense of the word. The 
place- a nearly drought-strickenSouthern town and its guarding monolith of a mountain, 
and the people- thirteen year old Sledge and his friends, grow and change in poignant 
relationships to each other. Vigorous storytelling and a suspense that keeps to the 
end describe the months Sledge tried his best to get a summer job teaching riding at 
a boys' camp near the town. His own orneriness, conceit and pent up desire to prove 
his ability jam his plans. But an innate courage and a longing to understand people 
as well as nature get a dramatic revelation when the mystery of Sledge's private 
cave on Whale Mountain- a subterranean stream- is solved for the benefit of the 
thirsty land. A full bodied book to leave strength with its readers. Illustrated 
by John Moore. (3/3) 


Philbrook, Clem Macmillan 
KEY LOG $2.75 


The early twentieth century setting doesn't play too important a part in 
this rather routine story of a lumber king's scion who couldn't make the grade at 
school, but finally did in a rough season with the logging camp in Maine. Expelled 
from his third prep school, obstreperous but un-snobbish Tom King goes at his grand- 
father's request, under a different name to the camp, and there in a series of drives, 
jams, dangerous moments and rescues- learns the value of friendship and decides to 
go to Cornell to study conservation. There's atmosphere but no real suspense. (3/3) 


Person, W. T. Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
THE LAND AND THE WATER $2.75 


Social recognition and economic stability come slowly but surely to a fa- 
mily of Latvian DP's settled near New Orleans after the war, in a novel that's as 
slow and sure as the movement of its themes. Modris and Juris, two teen age boys, 
and their parents the Zarins, work on the Coleman's cotton plantation. Their trials 
come when Mr. Zarins hunts unsuccessfully for work in his real trade- carpentering; 
when the boys are too proud to take the cast-off clothing of Walt and Molly Cameron 
yet wish desperately to be their school friends. Luck changes when temporary car- 
pentering is found; when Modris and Juris launch a fishing business that strengthens 
the family's independence and allows a reciprocal friendship with the Camerons. Fine 
and upstanding, this has a sort of ruminating placidity and a seemingly contrived 
quality that tends to bore. Illustrated by Matt Duncan. (2/16: IC- 52-12380) 


Waldman, Frank Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
BASKETBALL SCANDAL $2.50 


Except for real fans, this is a not too exciting sports mystery that tries to 
cover too much time and banks on the hackneyed theme of a New York racketeer's attempt 
to undermine a small, but championship Southern college outfit. Vermonter Billy Pat- 
ton's first years at Camelot see him grow from 6'3" to 6'4", go to New York with the 
team and meet sleazy Roy Vincent disguised as a jeweller, make the varsity back at 
Camelot, play along with Vincent in order to uncover him- and almost lose the respect 
of his school. Thomas G. Arthur's short stroke, shadow effect drawings are bad on 
fore-shortening, show rather agonized expressions. (2/16; LC- 52-12376) 
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Pellegrini & Cudahy- Ariel 
THE SECRET OF THE HAWK $2.95 


London in 1790 and Gold Coast Africa colorfully set storyteller Wibberley's 
latest, breathlessly told adventure- a many-linked tale of slaving, mysterious curses, 
kidnapping and dangerous rescue. Sixteen year old hero Peter Millet as narrator, is 
nephew of a vicious slaver who died of leprosy, a curse placed on him by an Ashanti 
chief Imbangi, soon after his ship 7he Hawk, burned on the Thames. Developments lead 
Peter on a wild chase %o the Gold Coast where he finds Lucy, a wealthy financier's kid- 
napped daughter, who was presumed to have died on 7he Hawk- and where Imbangi, a friend 
to good white men, helps when Lucy is discovered as a captive of another tribe. Draw- 
ings by Christine Price add to the thrilling atmosphere. (2/16: Le- 52-12374) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Mann, Arthur Grosset & Dunlap 
HOW TO PLAY WINNING BASEBALL $2.00 


An authority combines know-how and the anecdotal touch to make a full, well 
organized book on how to play the game that should be a plum in any boy's glove. Large, 
double column pages, accurate, active pictures by Capt. Malcolm Thompson that have a 
little of Charles Dana Gibson's style, many diagrams too set off instructions for all 
the game's aspects and positions: pitching, catching, the infield, the outfield, offen- 
sive and the non-combatants- umpiring, scoring, coaching and making a team. Fine basics, 
not to be missed. Little leaguers will like it too. (3/7) 


Wibberley, Leonard 


Davis, Mac Lantern 
THE LORE AND LEGENDS OF BASEBALL $2.95 


A gold mine of, exactly what it says, lore and legend for baseball lovers that 
starts with a gold mine itself. Back in 1905 William Griffiths "mediocre busher, earning 
a meager salary" discovered a nugget when he looked down at what he thought was .4 bother- 
some pebble that had made the ball bounce askew, and on digging for more found a whole 
mine. This happened while he was first baseman for a Salt Lake City club called The 
Rhyolites. Short pieces, briskly written, of greats of the game and games of greats. 
Reynold Pollack's pictures. (2/10: LC 53-5541) 


Garst, Shannon Messner 
CHIEF JOSEPH OF THE NEZ PERCE $2.75 


An extremely well documented and warm fictionalized biography of the famous 
Chief as he grew from boyhood and guided his people during the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century. Though the tribe spent some happy years in their Idaho valley home, 
their story is mainly one of painful movement and change caused by pioneer settlements. 
As a brave but basically peaceful tribe, they were drawn tragically into war when the 
Cayuse slaughtered some settlers. Through the years they were gradually subdued, ousted 
and shunted from reservation to reservation and the request to return home stayed un- 
granted to the last when Joseph, old and broken hearted, pleaded unsuccessfula&y with 
Washington officials. A book that treats social issues with the attention and color 
that it does tribal life- an honest recreation of the Nez Perce spirit. Douglas Gors- 
line's fine line drawings have satisfying body and substance. (3/2) 4) 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert Messner , 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN $2.75 


An affectionate and perceptively written biography that takes Lincoln from the 
age of seven through the presidency and assassination, by a writer who has done lives of 





La Salle, Andrew Jackson and John Brown with equal success. Jeannette Nolan deals square-@® 
ly with the problems Lincoln had to face, she paints the scene of the times through felt 
description, personality through skillful dialogue, and has in fine, turned i, a read- 


| 


able, profitable study. Lee Ames' drawings have the appropriate spirit. (3/ 
$ 
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Williams, Beryl & Epstein, Samuel Messner 
WILLIAM CRAWFORD GORGAS $2.75 


Williams' and Epstein's knack for writing exciting, factual narratives about 
real people and events comes to the fore in this clean cut biography of the man who 
fought yellow fever. There is good pace and the right amount of scientific detail as 
Gorgas' career is followed- student days at New York's Bellevue Hospital; his first 
army post job in the southwest where he met and fell in love with Marie Dougherty; 
Havana, the Spanish American war and his work with Carlos Finlay and Walter Reed; 
the struggle in the Canal Zone; later work among the miners at Kimberley in South 
Africa. Historical awareness too, present in the examination of wars and political 
issues, rounds out a good volume. Illustrated by Robert Burns. (3/7) 4/13 


Suddeth, Ruth Elgin &= udupted by | Steck 
Morenus, Constance Gay TALES OF THE WESTERN WORLD $2.50 


An admirably. representative and attractively illustrated anthology of New 
World legends and folktales from the Indian cultures: and the settling Europeans. 
These, taken from a variety of sources,many of them from folklore journals, include 
authors like J. Frank Dobie and Irwin Shapiro and the treatises of more specialized 
scholars. From the Pampas. to the Arctic, from the Inca world creation to Pecos Bill 
and Casey Jones, indicates the range. A short introduction for each section orients 
and the adaptations themselves are smooth abridgments. Warren Hunter's broad, bold 
pictures in warm reds and browns are romantically suited to the fantastic and he 
does equally well with Maya temple, igloo or coonskin cap. (Publ. LC 52-11190) 


Gross, Edwin & Nathalie Whittlesey House- McGraw-Hill 
TEEN THEATRE | $2.75 


An excellent introductory compendium of stage information complete with ma- 
terial on the basic essentials of all aspects of play producing and six royalty free 
one act plays. Apt job appraisals include outlines of directing, scenery, props, 
costumes, lighting, business and publicity, not only in theory but with some practical 
examples. The authors' plays, some of them adaptations from stories in Seventeen 
are designed for a variety of situations- small, large or all girl casts, a play 
within a play, a special scenery problem. They deal with modern American youth- a 
teen-age party, a family joke, social recognition, an amateur show. Illustrated with 
clarifying diagrams by Edwin Gross, this makes strong bid as a lively basic text. (2/7) 


FICLILC4 bOEK YOUN: IDULTS 


Weber, Leonora Mattingly Crowell 
MY TRUE LOVE WAITS $2.75 





The author of the loved Jeary ‘iclone series turns to the post Civil War 
South and Southwest in sympathetically touching if over-long novel of a young girl's 
marriage to an actor and the trials of poverty and social disapproval that it entailed. 
Yanked from a convent by her aunt to marry a brash banker's son, Mary Conroy of Topley, 
Missouri elopes instead with the actor Armen Neff. Attempts to settle there fail in 
the face of social ostracism and Armen's urge to get into theatre work again, but 
after an arduous trek to Colorado, Mary realizes the importance of a self sufficient 
happiness, Armen finds the opportunity to play with a company in Denver and the love 
they bear’ each other comes to a fuller flowering. Prolonged overtones of sentimental- 
ity may bore some but character and atmosphere are sketched to give a fine picture 

of the times. (2/16) 


du Jardin, Rosamond Lippincott 
BOY TROUBLE , $2.50 


Tailored to porular demand, this synthetic senior high school adventure 
tale. To this reade: it seems, frankly, a hcdgepodge of irksome-but-lovable-and- 
natural teen age foibles and unwarranted happenings. Heroine Tobey is at the age 
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when affections seesaw between possessive Brose and itinerant Dick who's in the Navy. 

Tobey plans post-prom parties to raise money and get more girls dates. There's an 

historic tour of the Chicago suburb where she lives; there's a phoney sort of dabbling @& 
in modern art during vacation at the lake; there's the spinster aunt who weeps out 

frustrated love over an old letter she never received. Middle class conventions hold 

sway over a series of shallow, inconsequential events. But there's an avid waiting 

market established by the more successful Marcy books. (2/9: LC 53-6423) 


Bentel, Pearl Bucklen Longmans, Green 
PROGRAM FOR CHRISTINE $2.75 


* Highly recommended for girls who are interested in radio and beginning to think 
about getting their first jobs. This book accomplishes the difficult feat of combining a 
tight plot about real life people along with a load of valuable factual advice on how to 
conduct oneself on the job. It deals with Christine's first job in radio and is full of 
specific information about the workings of a small studio that should be highly satisfy- 
ing to teen-agers who look to this field for their careers. Christine gets her own pro- 
gram, a children's program, but it is not too easily won to be credible. The triangular 
love story also has real values and presents problems most girls of this age face. 


(4/1: LC 52-12697) 


Block, Jean Libman Messner 
LINDA JORDAN, LAWYER $2.50 


Although the amount of crook capturing and county cleaning Linda and her fellow 
law student, Joe, accomplish is rather amazing, this is a career story with cohesion and 
substance. Druggist's daughter Linda's last two years of law school at a midwestern uni- 
versity are a stage for many phases. She gets studying blues and finds she must knuckle 
down to more boring things like contracts in spite of her fascination for criminal law; @ 
she falls for.attractive, but corrupt Wilson Cameron whose law practice shields the 
racketeers she and Joe later expose; she gets inspiration from a famous woman lawyer 
Hilda Lessing and in the end can envision a solid future. An intelligent young novel in 


which sidelights as well as highlights are examined. (3/2) 
3) 


Malvern, Gladys , Messner 
HOLLYWOOD STAR $2.50 


The career- and love life- of Gloria Whitcomb taken a step further in a suc- 
cessor to Prima Ballerina (1951, p. 487) which retains its weaknesses; a veneer of 
glamour and an innocence inconsistent with plot and characters. With a contract to 
play the lead in "The Pavlova Story", Gloria, unknown as an actress, goes to Hollywood. 
There she struggles against the superiority complex of the male lead, her own inability 
to act, the debt she owes to an older actor who falls in love with her while teaching 
her a few of the tricks of the stage and the damage that debt may do to her own romance 
with choreographer Doug away in New York. Actually it's a cross section of what can 
happen in Hollywood, but so unsubstantial that it's a view with no depth. (3/2) 

a 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Nesbitt, Marion : Harper 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR TOMORROW $2.75 7 


A demonstration of the progressive concepts which animate the Maury School in 


Richmond, Virginia. The larger view of an education for life- rather than education in r 
specific skills- is persuasively expressed by one of the teachers there.... A book which | 
states the progressive theory and vision in this field in broad terms- with conviction 

and dedication. (Full report on p. 36) (3/18) 








